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Annual Memorial Service Held at Boalsburg 

May 2013 

Benefit Dinner Update 
Despite generous donations 

from our sponsors , we had very 

poor ticket sales for our 4th 

Annual Benefit Dinner. In order 

to raise the most money possi-

ble for our scholarship fund, our 

auction items were moved to an 

online format so everyone, de-

spite their schedule, could par-

ticipate. Visit out items online. 

There is something for every-

one.                     More on pg. 2 
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Chairperson 

 SFC Morganna vonHaeger, 

President 

 MSG (R) Gwenn Under-

wood,  

Executive Director 

Once again this year, the 

members of the 28th Infan-

try Division and Association 

gathered at 28th ID Shrine 

at Boalsburg to remember 

our heritage and those sol-

diers that have gone before 

us. Soldiers of the 28th In-

fantry Division gathered at 

Boalsburg, on Sunday, May 

19, 2013 to honor the sacri-

fice of the Pennsylvania Ar-

my National Guard through 

America’s history. Color 

bearers from each of the 

units filled the shrine as the 

wreaths were laid at each of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Association Past President, COL (Ret.) Gil Steele, taking part in 

this year’s wreath laying ceremony.  
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the monuments com-

memorating the contri-

butions of Division Sol-

diers. The service had a 

21 gun salute and the 

playing of TAPS as well 

as a reading of the roll 

call of Pennsylvania’s 

fallen soldiers since 

9/11. Next year’s ser-

vice will be held on 

June 1, 2014. 
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2013 Executive Council 

 SPC. Richard Ghent 

Ghent earned the Sliver Star as a 

Humvee gunner for B Troop, 1st 

Battalion, 104th Cavalry Regi-

ment, 28th Infantry Division of 

the Pennsylvania National Guard 

in support of Operation Iraqi 

Freedom on March 1, 2006.  

While on patrol 

near Camp 

Ramadi, Ghent  

was the first to no-

tice a dismounted 

attack on a bridge 

near his unit’s posi-

tion. As the insur-

gent attack began, 

Ghent yelled, 

“Grenade!” but the 

explosion hit his 

Humvee and eject-

ed him before he 

could access his 

machine gun and 

return fire.  

The blast killed the 

driver instantly 

and severely 

wounded the vehi-

cle commander, leaving Ghent  as 

the only soldier capable of coun-

tering the attack. Dazed and with 

injuries to his face, back and ex-

tremities, Ghent regained aware-

ness of the situation and proceed-

ed to return fire only his 9mm pis-

tol as his M4 remained in the 

damaged Humvee. Without cover, 

Ghent charged the 

enemy forces and 

held them back 

from the observa-

tion point until 

nearby elements of 

his platoon were 

able to relieve him. 

According to his 

citation, “Specialist 

Ghent’s heroism 

and bravery under 

enemy fire was di-

rectly responsible 

for preventing the 

annihilation of his 

crew and the break 

up of a complex  

enemy attack 

against his posi-

tion.” 

28th ID Hall of Valor 
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Benefit Dinner Update - continued 

Since the beings of 

the Benefit Dinner 

and Auction, we 

have had requests 

every year to 

make items avail-

able on line so 

that individuals 

could support the 

Scholarship Fund 

event if they were 

unable to make it 

to the dinner por-

tion of the event.  

Now is your chance to bid on our 

auction items. If our online auction 

is successful, we can make 

it an annual occurrence.  

Our auction is being host-

ed by Bidding Owl, a com-

pany that specializes in 

helping non-profit organi-

zations raise funds for 

their projects.  

The auction will run until 

June 30, 2013 . You can 

visit our auction site at: 

http://www.biddingOwl.com/28thI

nfantryDivision  

http://www.biddingowl.com/28thInfantryDivision
http://www.biddingowl.com/28thInfantryDivision


Long time 28th Infantry Division As-

sociation member and Executive 

Council member, Frank S. Kusnir, 

Jr. passed away on March, 31, 2013. 

Frank was a veteran of World War II, 

the Ko-

rean 

Conflict 

and the 

Vi-

etnam 

War.  

The 

west-

ern 

Penn-

sylvania native had enlisted in the 

Pennsylvania National Guard in 

1936 and, after the U.S. entered 

World War II, had fought in battles 

that raged across France and into 

Nazi Germany.  

He was captured at the Battle of the 

Bulge at Christmas during WWII and 

was liberated the following Easter 

Kusnir was on his way home when 

Germany surrendered in May 1945 

and was back in western Pennsylva-

nia when the war ended with Japan's 

surrender that August. After a brief 

stint as a civilian, Kusnir re-enlisted 

in the Army in 1946, made it a career 

and retired as a master sergeant in 

1971. He received The French Legion 

of Honor Medal, France’s highest mil-

itary award. 

He met his first wife, Elizabeth, a 

civilian worker at the New Cumber-

land Army Depot, when he was sta-

tioned there in 1950, and they made 

the midstate their home. Elizabeth 

died in 1982. Kusnir, who has three 

grandchildren and five great-

grandchildren, married Josephine 

when he was 85. 

Kusnir was 95 when he died March 

31. 

He was a member of St. Catherine 

Laboure Catholic Church, the 

American Legion Post 1001 and was 

commander of the Capital City Ex 

POW's, and past commander of the 

State Ex POW's. 

Surviving are his wife, Josephine 

Fabian Kusnir; his stepson, John 

Fabian, wife, Christine, of Harris-

burg; grandchildren, Larissa Cur-

cio, John A. Fabian, Alexandra Fa-

bian and Justine Fabian; great-

grandchildren, Isabella Curcio and 

Paul Curcio III; two brothers, Milos 

Kusnir, of Ambridge and John 

Kusnir, of New Brighton; and a sis-

ter, Viola Levine, of Orange Co., 

Fla. 

His family has requested that me-

morial contributions be made to St. 

Catherine Laboure Catholic 

Church, 4000 Derry St., Harrisburg, 

PA 17111.  

PAGE 3 ROLL ON 

Association Mourns the Passing of a Executive Council Member 

Frank with his French Legion of  

Honor Medal, 

Sept 4 - 7, 2013 Varied 30th Annual 28th Infantry Division  

Association Conference and Reunion 

Fort Indiantown Gap 

Annville, PA 

      

Sept 28, 2013  10:00 am 3nd Annual Ride for Remembrance 

American Legion Post 910 (North of FTIG) 

Jonestown, PA 

      

Nov 9, 2013 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm Free Guard Day at Twin Ponds 

Twin Ponds East 

Harrisburg, PA 

      
April 26, 2014 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm 5th Annual 28th ID Association Benefit Dinner 

FTIG Community Club 

Annville, PA 

      

June 1, 2014 12:30 pm Annual 28th Infantry Division  Memorial Service 

28th Infantry Division Shrine 

Boalsburg, PA 

      

Calendar of Events 



Around the Office 

"Mass Casualty" Exercise at Camp Buehring  
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Past President SGT Damian Smith 

and Secretary SGT Kris McKay are 

currently deployed with the 55Bri-

gade. Here is one of the activities 

that they have participated in while 

over seas.  

Members of the Battalion partici-

pated in a "Mass Casualty" exercise 

on the camp.  The alarm was sound-

ed over the camp's loud speakers as 

medical personnel, fire department, 

military police, and the camp's QRF 

personnel rushed to the camp's 

training site where the mock dis-

aster was located.   

Once the emergency personnel at 

the crash scene prioritized the 

wounded, transportation was then 

organized to take them to the 

Troop Medical Center (TMC) at 

Camp Buehring.  The transporta-

tion included a number of different 

modes of various vehicles.  These 

included:  a U-60 Black Hawk heli-

copter to the Urdari Airfield, vari-

ous post ambulances, Humvees, 

and a  military 5 ton truck.  Once 

at the TMC where further simu-

lated events took place.  Overall 

this exercise allowed simulated 

patients to provide health care 

training to the aircrew, medical 

and emergency personnel sta-

tioned at the base. 

 

Submitted by SGT Damian Smith 

 It is our goal here at the Association to keep our members up to date on all of our activities. Please 

help us do that by keeping your contact information current and notifying us of any changes in your 

address. 

 We also keep a record of anyone that has served with the division who is deceased for our annual memorial ser-

vice. Please notify us when one of our Soldiers passes on. 

 You no longer need to mail a check to the Association to renew your annual membership. Membership Renewals 

as well as new memberships can now be done online at our web site at: 28thInfantryDivisionAssoc.org 

 For the most up to date Association happenings, make sure you join us on Facebook. We currently have over 1000 

followers that keep tabs on our events through our Facebook Page.  



The Descendants of the Korean 

War Foundation (DKWF) is proud 

to announce a recognition and 

awards reception dinner for the 

Korean War veterans and their 

families on July 26th 2013, from 

6:00 pm to 10:00 pm, at the  

National Press Club, 529 14th 

Street NW, 13th Floor, Washing-

ton DC 20045.  

The reception dinner is to com-

memorate the 60th Anniversary of 

the Signing of the Armistice on 

July 27, 1953 and to recognize 

and honor the United States (U.S.) 

men and women who served in 

the Conflict. In addition, stories 

will be shared of the Korean War 

Veterans who answered the call to 

serve our country during a time of 

crisis – suffering through fierce 

heat, bitter cold, torment of sepa-

ration, and the anguish of untold 

misery. DKWF will also honor the 

winners of its scholarship and in-

ternship programs currently of-

fered to descendants of the Kore-

an War Veterans during the recep-

tion dinner.  

DKWF, a 501(c)3* non-profit and 

fully volunteer-run organization, 

is dedicated to recognizing,  

remembering and honoring the 

U.S. men and women who fought 

for freedom and democracy dur-

ing the Korean War, often referred 

to as the Forgotten War. DKWF 

offers scholarship and internship 

to descendants of U.S. veterans 

served in the Korean War.  

DKWF is currently accepting per-

sonal Korean War stories from 

veterans and their families to be 

shared at the reception dinner. 

Personal war stories can be  

submitted through our website, 

specifically in the “Saluting the  

Heroes” section. Admissions to 

the July 26th reception dinner will 

be awarded to veterans and/or 

their families (two (2) tickets per 

family via lottery), at no cost.  

For further information about the 

dinner reception or sponsorship, 

please contact us via email at: 

events@DescendantsofKoreanWa

r.org. More information about the 

Foundation can be obtained via 

our website, 

www.DescendantsOfKoreanWar.

org.  

Award Reception and Dinner for Korean War Veterans  
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THE PENNSYLVANIA NATIONAL GUARD SCHOLARSHIP FUND ANNOUNCES ITS 2013 
ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS PROGRAM.   A NUMBER OF SCHOLARSHIPS, FUNDED 
THROUGH THE GENEROSITY OF THE PENNSYLVANIA NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIA-
TIONS, USAA AND INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS WILL BE AWARDED TO ELIGIBLE PENN-
SYLVANIA AIRMEN AND SOLDIERS. 

 

IN ADDITION, THE 28
TH

 INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION, THROUGH INDIVIDUAL CON-
TRIBUTORS, HAS FUNDED SCHOLARSHIPS THAT WILL BE AWARDED TO THREE ELIGI-
BLE 28

TH
 INFANTRY DIVISION SOLDIERS!   

 

$500 – MG JOHN FREDERICK HARTRANFT MEMORIAL 

 

$500 –SSG CHANDLER H. CAPPS, JR. 

 

$500 – SSG WALTER K. CHIMOLA, JR. 

 

APPLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH YOUR UNITS, WINGS AND THE PNGAS WEB-
SITE. FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND/OR APPLICATION FORMS, YOU CAN ALSO 
EMAIL:  CW5 (Retired) Mary Sibrava,  
Executive Director, PNG Scholarship Fund at:  msmarsib@gmail.com  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

DEADLINE FOR FILING APPLICATIONS IS:   30 JUNE 2013 

 

Who’s eligible to apply? 

 Any active member of the Pennsylvania Army or Air National Guard. 

 A child of a member of the PA Army or Air National Guard who either died or was perma-

nently disabled while on National Guard duty. (please provide copy of DD Form 214) 

 Grants are made without regard to race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. 

 The military rank of the applicant or their family members will NOT be a selection con-

sideration. 

 Recipient must be a member in good standing of a Pennsylvania National Guard unit 

during the academic term in which the Grant is made. 

 This program is not available to Graduate Students. 

Time To Apply for 2013 Annual Scholarships 

mailto:msmarsib@gmail.com




Share this newsletter with  

A friend and spread the news about the 28th ID Association 

ROLL ON 2013 Spring/Summer Issue 

Regal Fritillary butterflies from the only colony in PA at FTIG 

1400 Calder Street, Building #3 
Harrisburg, PA 17103-1297 
 

 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

28TH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION 


